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Supreme Pontif of the Universal Church
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Biography of Robert Francis Prevost (Pope Leo XIV)

First pope from the Order of Saint Augustine, First pope from United States, second pope
from America (Pope Francis was from Argentina of South America)

1955

Robert Francis Prevost born on 14th September 1955 in Chicago, lllinois, United States of
America

Father: Louis Marius Prevost (French and ltalian descent), Mother: Mildred Agnes (Spanish
descent). Brothers: Louis Martin and John Joseph.

1969

1977

1982

Studied in St. Augustine Seminary High school (1969 to 1973)

Passed Degree in Mathematics and joined the Order of Saint Augustine as a novice. Took his first
vows on September 2, 1978; he made his solemn vows on August 29, 1981. On September 10,
1981, Prevost was ordained a deacon by Thomas Gumbleton at St. Clare of Montefalco Parish in
Grosse Pointe Park, Michigan.

Ordained a priest in Rome, at the Church of Santa Monica degli Agostiniani by Archbishop Jean
Jadot on June 19, 1982.

1985

Joined the Augustinian mission in Peru in 1985, serving as chancellor of the Territorial Prelature of
Chulucanas (1985-1986). In 1987, after defending his doctoral thesis, he was vocation director
and missions director of the Augustinian Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel in Olympia
Fields, lllinois, and worked with the faculty of the Augustinian Novitiate in Oconomowoc,
Wisconsin, before returning to Peru in 1988.

Prevost spent a decade heading the Augustinian seminary in Trujillo, teaching canon law in the
diocesan seminary, serving as prefect of studies, acting as a judge in the regional ecclesiastical
court, and working in parish ministry on the city's outskirts.

1998

Elected Prior Provincial of the Order of St. Augustine's Province of Our Mother of Good Counsel
based in Chicago, assuming the role on March 8, 1999.

2001

Prior General of the Order of Saint Augustine from 2001 to 2013.

2014

On November 3, 2014, Pope Francis appointed Prevost as the apostolic administrator of the
Diocese of Chiclayo in northern Peru and the titular bishop of Sufar. He was consecrated on
December 12, 2014, at St. Mary's Cathedral in Chiclayo by Archbishop James Green, Apostolic
Nuncio to Peru. On September 26, 2015, he was named Bishop of Chiclayo.

2023

On January 30, 2023, the Pope called him to Rome as Prefect of the Dicastery for Bishops and
President of the Pontifical Commission for Latin America, promoting him to the rank of Archbishop.

2023

Pope Francis created him Cardinal in the Consistory of September 30, 2023, and assigned him
the Diaconate of Saint Monica. He officially took possession of his titular church on January 28,
2024. He is a dual citizen of Peru and the United States. On February 6, 2025, Francis promoted
Prevost to cardinal-bishop, assigning him as titular bishop of the Suburbicarian Diocese of Albano.

2025

Elected as Pope on May 8, 2025 during the 2025 papal conclave.
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